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Matsune As a Canadian teaching here in Japan,
| wasiinitially surprised at the lack of individualism
shown by the students entering university.
Obviously the North American primary and sec-
ondary educational system places more emphasis
ondeveloping critical thinking skills, and individual
expression of opinions.
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Matsune |have observed that students naturally
tend to lack a composition framework when
undertaking their English writing assignments.
Basic English paragraph structure and paragraph
organization require a more linear progression
and development of ideas, and | think it’s
important for students to recognize it and to be
able to apply it when writing in English.
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Matsune Although it is a difficult adjustment for
some students initially, | think the progression
from reading to writing activities in the 1st year
English course textbook we have written has
been successful in developing the reading and
writing within the “target language” as opposed
to relying on translation.
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Matsune | know the Internet offers many tempt-
ing free but largely inaccurate translation tools.
However, even if they utilize these types of tools,
they must still rely much more on their own intu-
ition and knowledge of English. Gradually as they
read and write more in English, they will hopefully
develop thought processes in English.
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Matsune In my 2nd year Communication Strat-
egies course, | have been pleasantly impressed
with the students’ high level of confidence to
communicate among themselves and with me in
English. It is refreshing to see the discipline these
students displayin staying in the“target language”
whenever possible. While emphasizing personal
expression, | have been utilizing narrated Power-
Point Slideshows to help the students develop
their presentation, as well as peer analysis skills.
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Matsune First, | would just like to mention the
noticeable improvement in the students’ computer
literacy skills prior to entering the 15t year university
courses. Five or six years ago, | used to dedicate
overamonth to teaching basic computer/internet
literacy skills in the English writing courses. Now
we are much more fortunate that we can focus
on the English course content almost from the
outset of the semester.Obviously,the IT presence
in secondary education is expanding.
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Matsune Not only the students, but | think that
some of us as teachers are now becoming more
disciplined and organized in preparing our course
materials for student access.
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Matsune Yes,there is definitely a serious problem
with our tendency to believe things in a published
written form. In this new age of online publishing
students must quickly develop a sense of critical
evaluation when utilizing Internet information
resources.
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Matsune | hope that the judgment and literacy
skills we are teaching the students in an English
context can also be adapted to their specialized
areas of study in our Faculty of Business
Administration.

HEVAELERELTZHRATREXEZE N
TERENS, BRARVNBABABNIARERES >
THREBICHMYRAENDZDNA Y-y hTT LR,
NETOMRENS DRIEHEDZCDOMERZML
S\, EVDSDYLEBIRFEE/NS D5, B
BEBNY—EASTE> THHDED(FETNE
WFE<ZoTETR. FlaFE. RTRWNFENED
BICHRESI LWSDOTEELS, ATHNIAVDNE
RICES>TESBDD. LW BENGBIRNPTE

¥ —7 MR SHEF B
Matsune Mark Thomas
REERERBHIR REPHEEME )RS

Canada(Albertaj{Edmonton) i &
RO 4 =25V RR¥RF R
ERFEMRBCALL TEFLERREET
OHET—ICALLY 7 b9 7D
RELHESLUEFEFZICONT

BEVNSDHEFEBALEIRA L L TORFIITEE
ATIR.

ND A RFERPRREZSEMRR
EoEETEBHUREET

A2 FROIUESEREVSDEF, FTETKREICES
T RFID—DTT 1,

. REPERERICE > TEMESEL< R
hiFi5i2, BROSERVEEICLVET, 15—
ry FERHEERADREZRHML T, BEILKHLT
FEORINTES LS ICHNIENDNTT R,

—MRDESNWSATHA Y —F v hTRER

ERETEDDITINS, BRREEZEBALTMT
BHRENDBARETT LN,
151l 3 E4 (T > T Writing @D _E#&*® Research &
Presentation Z2# 1 (£, 1E]RE M EEDR
EESLTHERZLICKRVET. BFDERPER
IC3 L TR IBHRFRE RS S EBRDLNET, &
DBEEZBEL TRERBRERIN T IENEE L
ISRV T,

ETEHE. BAZE - KEMDT, XSHPTL
EoTF—2ary, ESRR-SATaTENDEE
PRARVAIFDAZIa=s— 3> - B S
ATETR, BIZEESRAXERS. VR—MIFE
FTIR—JHICERZEWTHIAWE, TLLWHE
[FFHmATNEN, TNABESDESRAXEDYF—
IC7E>T&ETWS,

FAUNTRAZHEETORATHIEERAI SN
52 LTTN, BETREENTOREPEIF—T
ELUTRELTHATT L. £50\50DERTS L.
BICHEHICA>THL L2 <. BEHBEOHTH
BEEHICDIITHEIFEIHDESEDICHEs EBNE
ExeH

ZE50 S5 I F—MPEATETIAI2A=S—2 3
Y RAFNEBEHRLTEHLENVS0E. BEOSEDOH
THEEZEETLrALIBEDD, #HHBE>TEH
TREZEL, @MZE>THONEFELTINBEND
FRICEEELTNSATT R,

BR ENE>TVEINEERTDDE. FOTHL
ADEBRMBSHFATT R (K)

B Z5 WS RERSTH BARMXILICIREL 5
LBSATYIFE, LLEDYUDDHBLBNET,

EDONDEHONRAERC 2B\ HEERES

TWFROWEKICAY, 2L ERNER>TIND
DESIHTRHDHENED>TLK B LBHYAET,
HEfht L VIFEHEICLTHROVHBDE RS HE 2 ()
[F7z0\,
Matsune As English teachers | think we have a
special opportunity not only to influence the students’
general communication abilities, but also to
provide them with practical skills that can be
used in a business environment. Ultimately, |
hope our students will also be able to pursue
their specialized content-area studies in both
Japanese and English. | believe our Sogo Jissen
Eigo program has been designed to address
these needs.
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